
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In opposition 

The Bill defies God's law and the moral basis of all societies the world over for many 
thousands of years.  It also is not a view which is held by a great deal of the general 
public and this should be a great concern to any political party trying to push this 
through. It is also uncharted waters which may cause a lot of problems in years to 
come.  This policy has caused problems in various parts of the world and is not 
universally accepted.  It also will fragment society more and marginalise people like 
myself who hold to a Biblical view of marriage. 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In opposition 

What is wrong with Civil Partnership.  Marriage was intended for the union of one 
man and one woman to live together as two individuals but one unit.  It was also 
intended for the procreation of children and providing appropriate role models for 
their development and understanding of human nature.  Even most of nature has 
similar methods and relationships.  Marriage certainly in my eyes and my 
understanding will never mean the union of couples of the same sex. 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

Neither 

I'm not sure I fully understand this question.  However, there are many religious 
beliefs, some agree with the Bill, some oppose and some are on the fence.  Those 
who base our faith in the God of the Bible and desire to honour him in our lives will 
take the view as described in the Bible which is clearly opposed to same sex 
marriage and even same sex relationships of any kind 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

In opposition 

With regards to the Christian faith, it is impossible to say that you live by the 
standards God has set but then go and do something or agree with something which 
is in direct opposition to God and his revealed word.  It would be like me stating that I 
agree with the Governments policy on taxation for raising money for public spending 
but then stashing undeclared income in some offshore account. 



How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

In opposition 

I am not comfortable with Civil Partnerships, but can live with that as it is not 
marriage. 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

In opposition 

These should be held in registrars to maintain privacy.  Also such events if held 
elsewhere can be offensive to people who hold to traditional values and morals. 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

In opposition 

As my previous comments state, I cannot sign up to any form of same sex union.  It 
would be a great sin on my part as a minister of the Christian Gospel.  Once one 
goes so far down a road, the gradient only goes one way - down. 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

In opposition 

The Bible is clear - one man, one woman - from birth. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

Already the Christians who hold to traditional, but Biblical views are being 
marginalised, discriminated against and made to feel that they do not value those 
who are different.  This of course is far from the truth.  God loves the sinner but 
hates the sin and all of us are in the same boat for all have sinned and fallen short of 
the mark.  We have been influential in many social reforms and raising the standard 
of life for people in general.  Religion has had a lot of bad press and rightly so.  
However, Bible believing Christians are not so much concerned about religion, but 
rather about a relationship with a holy God who will one day judge us all in 
righteousness.  I wrote to David Cameron recently asking if I would be breaking the 
law if I was to attach to our church notice board a statement that this church only 
performs marriage as defined by God in his word the Bible.  I have yet to receive a 
reply.  Already ourselves, along with many other Bible believing churches are 
amending our church constitutions to ensure we will only allow one man one woman 
marriage so that apart from the Bible, we will also have a legal document to back up 



our position.  This is truly sad that this is the case in Scotland.  A country which was 
once described as the "Land of the Book." 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

I wonder how long there will be freedom of speech for Christians.  Freedom to stand 
by your belief within the workplace is now becoming a thing of the past as many 
Christians have suffered the loss of their job or have been victimised and 
marginalised because they hold a different view, a view that has been good enough 
for around 6000 years. 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

Sow to the wind and reap the whirlwind. 

Are you responding as... 

a faith/belief-based organisation 
a faith/belief local group or congregation 
a private individual 
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